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ROAD TEST

If you want to make your lights look special, 
you’ll need some sort of smoke effect. Over 
the years, we’ve seen all sorts of machines 
on the market but we are really impressed 
with theONE from MDG. Sure, it is expensive, 
but you get what you pay for with this unit. 
At Chameleon, we always have a vast and 
diverse inventory of products for hire. We’ve 
had MDG’s Atmosphere machines running 
on shows for a long time and liked how they 
worked.

It’s On All The Riders

In the world of smoke machines, there are 
some that will only be used by SOME artists. 
A lot of the top artists are specifying this 
unit, so that’s what we invest in. It doesn’t 
really matter if the choice is driven by artist 
sensitivities or the production crew who also 
spend hours in this ‘smoke’, if it’s on the spec, 
we need to be able to supply it.

It's not some low-end carcinogenic machine 
"blowing whatever out" but a best practice, 
safe, and easy-to-use elite bit of kit. It does 
the job both well and reliably.

The high-end stadium market is limited, but 
it’s where we sit, and MDG’s theONE is one of 
the best products in that sphere.

ROI – Eight Into Two

You could probably buy a small car for the 
price of one of these, but we still get good 
return on the investment. Before we had 
theONE, an arena gig would need six to eight 
earlier generation foggers and hazers. We 
can easily cover a big stage with just two of 
these. That also means only two machines to 
maintain, so we keep our ongoing costs down 
and payback high. 

The great benefit of theONE is that it runs 
both fog (for a blast) and haze (for a mist) 
and seamlessly switches between them, with 
100% duty cycle in both modes. Because 
the tanks, juice, fans and everything else is 

contained in a cradle, it’s great for touring. We 
also use a soft cover for transit. Roll them in, 
pull the cover off, and away you go.

Oils Ain’t Oils

Some people might be tempted to put 
different or cheap fluids in their atmospheric 
generators, but we only ever use the 
recommended material. That way we don’t 
damage our machines and get optimum 
performance from them. To us, it’s a no 
brainer.

The CO2 cannisters that the power theONE 
are standard hospitality style and we keep a 
stock on hand to run a few different machines 
with appropriate regulators. The run time 
is fantastic, and we can do multiple shows 
before refilling.

by Tony Davies 

MDG 
THEONE

Tony Davies has been heading 
Chameleon Touring Systems for over 
30 years. Since 1988, Chameleon have 
supplied equipment and personnel 
for live entertainment, concert, film, 
television, theatre, architectural design, 
installation and consultation as well as 
special events in Australia and around 
the world. 



60   | NOVEMBER 2020

Pick up and do it yourself, or 
Delivered, Set up and Operated 

by experienced Crew.

Mark Barry; (03) 9889 1999 or 
0419 993 966

www.bssound.com.au 
mark@bssound.com.au 

BAND PA SYSTEMS, VOCAL
PA SYSTEMS, LIGHTS

www.rentp.com/RFID Sales@rentp.com

Instead of spending hours and days, opening cases and 
bar code scanning, before you know what is missing

Properly configured RFID, 
the right software, the right tags, the right team! 

Wach our video now!

Spend minutes!   -   Reclaim missing assets   -   
Save money!

has the 
expertise!

NEWS
Get the latest industry news, 
views, and jobs direct to your 

email every Wednesday.

Register at cxnetwork.com.au

MDG theONE  
– The Specs
Fluid consumption:  
65 ml at 2.07 bar per hour / max output

Haze volume control: Yes - variable

Gas consumption (CO2 or N2):  
0.35 kg per hour / max output

APS (Automatic Purging System):  
Yes - standard

Haze Colour: Pure white

Particle size: 0.5 - 0.7 micron

Total running time: 308 hours  
(50 hours – gas) 20 L container,  
full intensity

Fluid type: MDG Neutral

ROAD TEST

As a production hire company, we are pretty 
hard on our gear. It’s in and out of trucks 
every day and moved around pretty harshly, 
so we look for solid engineering in products 
that we buy. In the 12 months that we’ve had 
theONE, we’ve had absolutely zero issues 
with them. They are very much bulletproof 
and reliable.

Service and Support

ULA Group’s Technical Sales and Support 
Manager Thor André has been a real find for 
ULA. He understands both Chameleon and 
our business, and knows that these things 
matter.

Product Info:  
www.mdgfog.com/en/theone

Distributor Australia & New Zealand:  
www.ulagroup.com

theONE Touring, Back

theONE Touring, Front Fan down

theONE Touring, Front Fan up
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